


main line in the 20’'s.

Extra spending money was put in the
trainmen’s pockets when the C&NW engine
had to be repaired. Even though the Santa Fe
had a small roundhouse in Cimarron on the
east side of the track, heavy repair work was
done in Raton. This meant an extra crew
deadheaded up from Raton to take the engine
back for inspection and repairs.

Another lumber mill operated in west
Cimarron with a house track going off the
main line just before where the road to
Philmont Scout Ranch crosses the highway.
The depot was on the west side of the right of
way, about a block from the current city park
and city hall-library complex.

The Raton bound train was eastbound on
the time card number 86. Connections were
made with mail and passengers at Hebron for
the east while westbound mail and
passengers were taken into Raton.

Veteran Railroaders

Jim Rush was the veteran Santa Fe
engineer who held down the Cimarron, Ute
Park run in the 1920’s although other
engineers ran the train when Rush laid off.
Andy Olsen was the hoghead who got the call
after Rush retired. The daily run returned to
Raton about 5 p.m.

This schedule,plus the 52 cents per 100 miles
more for the engineer and 41 cents per hun-
dred miles more for the fireman than a
regular freight run,made the run very en-
joyable for the crew.

Operating procedures changed in the 1930’s.
Ute Park merchandise revenue dried up and
the railroad lost the mail contract. Andy
Olsen transfered to Clayton to become the
engineer on the Boise City-Farley run and the
proud daily mixed train became a tri-weekly
motor car. The motor car was actually a
combination baggage-passenger car powered
by a gasoline engine. Later steam returned to
the Cimarron line.

Being a three day a week run the extra
board got the call. The extra board was
composed of young railroaders kept on hand
for peak traffic periods. These men would
sometimes be on call for years before getting
regular run. The Cimarron crew would also
handle the Des Moines run when the traffic
warranted.

Many of the men still working on the Raton-
Las Vegas division were on the extra board
and this is where they got their experience on
the Cimarron run.

“We would have a 45 mile per hour run
into Cimarron,”Arnold remembered.“From
Cimarron to Ute Park it was slower, about 30
miles per hour. Cimarron to Ute Park and
Koehler Junction to Preston had grade steap
enough to keep the fireman hurling coal, but
most of the run was easy. About eight tons of
coal were used: for the round trip.

Arnold said while the track was rated at 45

.into Cimarrop, as traffic declined the ride got

rougher. After 'one run young fireman W.C.
Burton, now the second senior engineer on the
La Junta-Raton run, complained to a train-
master the engine rolled excessively on the

crun. The trainmaster assured him the rollmg

e "Traek deteriorated

The track had deteriorated quite a bit by
the time, the last train went over the line in
1942. All'Raton-Las Vegas crews were out, so
an extra board crew, consisting of Raton-La
-Junta railroaders was assembled for the last
trip. A brakeman on the run was Lyle
“Woody” Woodworth, husband of Raton
Range Columnist Lil Woodworth. The train
went to Ute Park where the station was closed
and all valuable railroad property was loaded
aboard. The same was done at Cimarron.

Since the line lay abandoned for some time
prior to the last run, the crew had to take its
time. Cows had to be run off the track and by
the time the last train arrived at Colfax, 16
hours had passed. Train crews were not
allowed to work the line more than 16 hours
then, so the crew stopped and waited for a
replacement crew to pick them up from
Raton.
. Woodworth does not remember when the

- last run was made or who was on the crew

other than the conductor, Vic Barrent.
Although Woodworth saved the orders from
the last run, he could not locate them.

Coal runs into Koehler continued until the
1960’s and the tracks to the mine are still in
place. While most of the line went to the mills
to feed a scrap hungry war time America
some old railroad iron still is laying around
rusting in the desert sun.

Mostly though it is cinders and rotting
railroad ties and traces of old railroad grade.
Photos of the line are in area museums.
The railroaders themselves have either died
or went on to other things.

Arnold retired after running the Super
Chief and later Amtrak’s Southwest Limited.
Woodworth became a passenger conductor
and both he and Burton were on the crew for
President Harry S. Truman’s presidential
special over Raton Pass in 1948.



